GOETHE   AND THE   BOOK   COLLECTOR
received at the hands of Rehbein, who had it from Benecke in
Gottingen, a single sheet in Byron's handwriting of his proposed
dedication to Goethe of his poem Sardanapalus. Goethe was so
pleased with this tribute that he had the sheet lithographed in
facsimile and was accustomed to enclose a copy of it in letters to
particular friends. In point of fact the dedication was omitted from
the first edition of Byron's poem of 1821, but it appeared in the
second edition of 1823. To complete the story it may be added
that Goethe had to return the manuscript to Benecke, but received
it again after Byron's death in 1826 and retained it to the end.
On the bibliographical problems of the Faust fragment, 1790,
I have enlarged elsewhere.1 I can say no more here than that it
formed part of the seventh volume of the first authorized collected
edition of Goethe's Works, in eight volumes, published by
Goschen between 1787 and 1790. All the new material in these
volumes was also printed separately; and every Goethe collector
is anxious to secure the "right" editions of the separate printings
of Clavigo, Iphigenie, andEgmont, etc., as well as Faust* Both in
its separate form and as part of the volume some of the sheets of
Faust provide evidence of two printings. The key-point of the
variant is that in it the last four lines on page 144 are repeated as
the first four lines on page 145.1 have given elaborate reasons for
supposing that this variant is not later than the normal printing,
my theory being that the printing was divided, simultaneously,
between two shops in one of which the error occurred by over-
sight. I have also given reasons for believing that special-paper
copies were issued at the time.
It may be suitable to remark here that, although Goschen's
collected edition was the first to be authorized, it had been antici-
pated by three or four different publishers none of whom thought
it necessary to consult Goethe or to pay him a fee. All are rare,
especially the first, published in Biel by Heilrnann in I775~7<5
and consisting of only three volumes.
1  Times Literary Supplement, October I4th and 2ist, 1939.
2  A distinguishing point of the "right" editions is that "Achte Ausgabe" on
the tide-page should be so spelled. The spelling "Aechte" is the sign of a
fraudulent edition.
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